
“Sometimes you will never know the value of a moment until it becomes a memory”
- Dr. Seuss

Real Life, Real Adventure,
Real Africa



‘An original and authentic tented safari experience under canvas’

Our ethos and passion is to make sure we offer the traveller 
a genuine safari experience in a private tented mobile camp. 
The feel of a bygone era of African adventure and travel, with all 
the comforts of a modern day journey. Any stay in our camp will be 

accompanied by one of Zimbabwe’s top professional guides and we endeavour to ensure you 
will know and understand a classic ‘Hemingway experience’. 

As a team we have put years of experience into emphasising and focusing on what is important in 
a tented camp - location, style, comfort and ambiance, great food, genuine and approachable staff 
and last but not least, some of the best professional guiding on the continent. This is how Africa 
should be experienced under canvas.

Ian Batchelor - Ian was born with a passion for Africa, adventure and safaris. After completing 
his schooling and University education he chose to follow his heart and has guided and managed 
safari camps throughout East and Southern Africa. During his fourteen years in Tanzania and East 

Africa, Ian worked with and ran private mobile tented safaris, both as a manager and guide. 

After returning to Zimbabwe in 2009 Ian became a partner and shareholder/owner of three 
safari camps, one in Botswana and two in Zimbabwe. After selling his interest in the 

business in 2014 he has continued with his guiding and photography throughout 
east and Southern Africa. Ian’s love of the great expanse and wilderness 

of Hwange, Chizarira and the diversity of the Save Valley 
Conservancy in Zimbabwe, drove the decision with 

his wife Nonnie to develop a private mobile tented 
experience, something special and intimate under 
canvas with a unique flair. Ian is an avid Professional 

Guide and wildlife photographer.
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Tented Expeditions Team

Our team - Our staff are all local, born and bred in 
Zimbabwe. Most have worked in and have a special 
affinity for Africa and the bush. 

Reservations and Co-Marketing Manager - Daina Walters - was born in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe.  She 
has always had a keen interest in Hospitality and eventually studied towards a Degree in International 
Hotel Management and graduated in 2013.  Daina has vast experience in both reservations and 
marketing, and joined the team in August 2019, after deciding to get back into her passion of 

Hospitality.  Her dedication and experience will be a great asset to our team, and Daina is very excited 
to be venturing along with us on our Tented Expeditions Journey!

Our Camp Chef is Lent Zikale, raised and schooled in Bulawayo, he has trained as a safari chef over 
a number of years. Our Camp Supervisor and driver is Final Maseko. Our other general camp staff 
include Confidence G, Theo N and John, all of whom cover the rooms and general camp work. 
There are a number of other freelance staff members who work with us, as and when required. 

Our Professional Guides have gone through the rigorous Zimbabwe training system, they are incredibly 
competent and knowledgeable and are great entertainers with a wonderful and keen sense of humour. 

Freelance guide - Tsumbei is a fully qualified professional Guide, he is a wonderful companion and very 
knowledgeable on the Save Valley and surrounds. His parents lived in the original Devuli Ranch area 
along the Save River, under Chief Masuku.

Tracker - Confidence Gumangei was born near Bikita in a remote and rural part of Zimbabwe, very 
close to the Save Valley. His Father is a Farmer and his Mother raised the family. 
At a young age Confidence spent many hours growing up around and near 

wild animals, he finished school 
at Tekunda Secondary School 

before starting work in the 
safari business, initially as a 
game scout, and later as a 
Tracker.
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Personalised Attention to Details and Safari Comforts

Many years of working in the Safari industry has afforded us the 
ability to design a camp that is both practical and comfortable but 
also has a very special style and ambiance. 
Our first passion was to provide a private tented 

experience in a smaller and more intimate environment. So many permanent 
camps today are designed in line with a hotel experience, the feel of what it 
really means to be on a safari has been forgotten.  Replaced by too many modern, 
new age concepts and ‘cool’ designs! 

On safari one should be able to breathe, feel and smell the wilderness and the 
natural world around us, safari should be a real and intimate journey into Africa, 

its sounds, its heartbeat and its soul. 
I believe our camp reflects all these important criteria and our owners 

and staff aim to provide something truly special and memorable.

Comfortable beds and linens, great food and select wines, 
flush toilets and unique bathroom set-up with the 

traditional “bucket shower” on order! Decor and 
style that reflects the safaris of a bygone era, 
ambiance and lighting, stimulating conversation 

and caring staff that have worked for us for 
many years and are part of the family. 
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Activities
Guests will have a choice of activities depending on the location 
of the camp and length of stay.

Walking Safaris - Hwange and other National Parks in Zimbabwe offer 
some of the best walking safari options on the African continent. All our 
walks are led by well qualified and experienced Professional  Guides.  
Possibly the best way to truly understand and experience Africa and its 
wildlife. A safari on foot opens ones eyes to so many new and 
vivid experiences, it allows for close -up encounters and an 
insight into every aspect of the wild. Your senses will truly 
be awakened with new and varied exciting stimuli! The 
best time to walk is normally the morning and this can 
either be a part of a game drive experience or as a foot 
safari in itself. Your Professional Guide will explain 
and brief you on all preparations and necessary 
information about the walks with safety being the 

priority.

Game Drives - The traditional tried and tested vehicle safaris - Our 
private mobile camp has its own game drive vehicle and this will always 

be an option as an activity. Normally these drives are early morning or afternoon 
affairs. This also allows for guests to cover and see more of an area but 

is also combines beautifully with some “walking”. Our 
vehicles are equipped for photography with ample, 
comfortable seating, rests and camera bags for the 
avid photographers amongst us. The vehicle also 
has a fridge / cooler box with waters and drinks as 
requested for every game drive.   
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Special Interest Safaris
Rhino - Tracking Rhino on foot is one of the most exhilarating 
experiences for both a guide and guests. Heading out of camp 
in the early morning and cutting spoor, approaching using the 
wind and ones senses is a true test and challenge! Both species 
of Rhino occur in good numbers in the Save Valley Conservancy and 
years of intense protection have seen an increase in their numbers. The more 
docile White Rhino can sometimes be seen by vehicle but the Black Rhino is more 
secretive and definitely more cantankerous, known for its more reclusive habits. 
The Rhino of the Save Valley and the Chapungu area are protected by the Special 
Species Protection Unit and one of the options we offer as an extra activity is a half 
day experience with these highly trained teams.  There is nothing quite like following 
spoor with a seasoned and experienced Tracker and Guide team, all ones sense are 
awakened and in tune with the surrounds!

Birding - The Save Valley offers a unique diversity of bird-life commensurate with 
the different vegetation zones and areas that fall within the region. Black Eagle can be 
found and their nesting sites, a wide and good number of Vultures and 
other birds of prey. The Save River with its thick and dense riverine 
habitat offers excellent area to bird as do the numerous inland 
pans, adorned during the year with many different waterbirds and 
waterfowl.
 
Community and Conservation - Day trips can be arranged to 
the surrounding areas and communities offering a very unique 
insight into daily village life of many rural Zimbabwean people. 
There are a number of projects supported by the numerous 
concessions within the Save Valley Conservancy. From 
schooling and education to supporting sustainable projects, there is a 
fascinating and unusual insight offered on this excursion. 
(These trips are an additional cost)
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Fascinating Facts on Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe offers the discerning tourist a wealth of wonders:
     • 5 UNESCO World Heritage icons.
     • Largest waterfall in the world - Victoria Falls.
     • Largest man-made lake in the world(Vol) - Kariba.
     • Largest ancient mega-structure south of Sahara - Great Zimbabwe.
     • One of 4 countries conserving over 96% of Africa’s rhino population.
     • Highest concentrations of Verreux’s Eagle in the World - Matobo NP
     • Highest concentrations of leopard in world - Matobo NP
     • 2nd largest elephant population in the world.
     • 2nd highest diversity of mammals in the world -Hwange NP
     • Largest succulent in the world - Baobab
     • 4th largest river in Africa - Zambezi
     • Over 20% of land utilised as wildlife preserves.
 

Notes on Zimbabwe
• Official language - English
• Population - Approximately 14 Million
• 4 international airports.
• Air, road and boat transfers where applicable.
• Best Pro Guide qualification system in Africa.
• 3 Medical rescue service providers.

Charter Transfer Routes
Non-Commercial Int.
Commercial Int.

                    Save Valley 

                Hwange NP

           Chizarira NP

      Mana Pools NP

Tented
Expeditions’
Destinations:

Victoria Falls Harare

Bulawayo

Buffalo
Range
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Contact Information

Ian Batchelor(MD/Owner):
 ian@tentedexpeditions.com

Reservations:

Daina Walters(Res/MM)
bookings@tentedexpeditions.com

Mobile/WhatsApp
+263 78 846 8103

Website
www.tentedexpeditions.com
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